
oNEWPORT BEACH HARBOR COMMISSION MINUTES 
City Council Chambers  

March 9, 2011 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER  6:00 P.M. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
ROLL CALL All Commissioners were present. 
 
 Council Liaison: Nancy Gardner 
  
 Staff: Manager Chris Miller 
  Supervisor Shannon Levin 
  
MINUTES Motion by Commissioner Rodheim, seconded Commissioner Valdes, to approve 

the February minutes:  All ayes, motion approved. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
None. 
 
ACTION & APPEAL ITEMS 
 
ITEM #1   
Subject: Harbor Visioning Task Force Update  
Issue:  The Harbor Visioning Task Force Chairman, Commissioner Rodheim, will present the 

findings of the Task Force as they relate to the Lido Marina Village area and portions of 
West Coast Highway. 

Discussion:  Commissioners Rhine, Valdes and Rodheim as part of the Visioning Task Force held 
meetings for various stakeholders of Lido Marina Village and Mariner’s Mile.  
Commissioner Rodheim presented the conceptual visioning of the stakeholders and 
stated that Harbor Visioning works in tandem with the landside development.  The City 
Council has mentioned that they envision a World Class Harbor and the Visioning Task 
Force is using that as a guide for future use. 

 The stakeholder group suggests that the Mariner’s Mile and LMV areas must be dedicated 
to visitor serving commercial areas especially with the potential for  larger mega yacht 
berthings using Med Tie system.  The stakeholder group also supported the idea of a 
continuous boardwalk from LMV through MM with a visitor parking area and iconic visitor 
center at the County easement near the Newport Blvd bridge.  This vision comes in 
tandem with increasing visitor serving amenities such as a water taxi. 
Commissioner McIntosh asked whether the property owners along the proposed 
boardwalk would supply that extra 15 feet for the boardwalk. 

 The Visioning Task Force also suggests that the project line may be moved 30 feet 
bayward and the pierhead line bayward 20 feet to accommodate larger, legally berthed 
vessels with a maximum vessel length of 165 feet.   

 The Turning Basin was evaluated as a possible relocation area for the Anchorage, 
however, the size of the Anchorage was deemed too large for that location.  It is essential 
to maintain the existing boat yards for local haul outs.   The Task Force suggests that 
work commence on the possible design and construction of a dinghy dock at the sandy 
area at the foot of the Lido Isle bridge.   
Relocation of Harbor Lines was also discussed for the Carnation Cove and Eastern side 
of the Channel Entrance.  Alteration of the Harbor Lines at Carnation Cove could directly 
affect property rights.  The Task Force supported the idea of moving the Project Line in 
toward the Pierhead Line to keep the Channel open to vessel traffic. 
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Council Member Gardner suggests bringing this presentation to the City Council Study 
Session on April 12, 2011.   
Public Comments: No public comments. 

Action: Direct the Harbor Visioning Task Force to present their findings to the City Council and to 
seek further direction from Council. 

 
ITEM #2   
Subject: Review Proposed Revisions to the Harbor Commission’s Purpose and 

Responsibilities 
Issue:  The City Council’s Bay Issues Committee has requested the Harbor Commission to 

review the proposed revisions to the Commission’s Purpose and Responsibilities. 
Discussion:   In the summer of 2010 the Bay Issues Committee reviewed the roles and responsibilities 

of the Harbor Commission and submit those comments to the Tidelands Management 
Committee. 
Council Member Gardner commented that these revisions focus on the efficiency and 
utilization of the work and comments of the Harbor Commission.   Commissioner West 
questioned the effect of the newly formed Tidelands Management Committee on the 
Harbor Commission.  Gardner answered that the Harbor Commission will be active 
participants of the TMC as topics relate to Harbor Commission roles.  Citizen advisors will 
be Ad Hoc depending on the specific topic.   
Commissioner Lawrenz asked for clarification of the assignment of duties.  Gardner 
clarified that Harbor Commission can suggest projects to Council that can be assigned for 
completion.  Commissioner West added that these clarified roles will efficiency by 
streamlining communication and direction between Council and the Commission.   

Public Comments: John Corrough, Balboa Island, is troubled with the wording “Commission shall” and 
likes the language “in consultation with the City Manager and Council.” 

Action: Review the proposed revisions to the Harbor Commission’s Purpose and Responsibilities 
and submit comments to the Council’s newly formed Tidelands Management Committee. 

 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Sailing Speed Subcommittee:  Commissioner West met with City Manager Kiff and Council Member 
Daigle   to discuss sailing speed issues in the Harbor.  West compiled a draft version of an ordinance to 
revise speed policy for sanctioned races in the Harbor.  Races sanctioned by the City could exceed the 
existing speed limit of 5mph.  The proposed revision will be refined by the Office of the City Attorney and 
reviewed by Harbor Patrol as well.  (Handout Attached) 
Marketing Subcommittee: Commissioners Rodheim and West will review the last version of the 
Harbor Guide, update it and get estimates for reproduction of the Guide.  Staff will determine if there are 
available funds.  With that information Council can direct staff and the subcommittee on the reproduction.   
 
COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT:   
Council Member Gardner discussed the formation of the Tidelands Management Committee. 
 
HARBOR RESOURCES UPDATE –  Chris gave a PowerPoint presentation on harbor updates.  The 
update is posted at http://www.newportbeachca.gov/index.aspx?page=1658 
   
PUBLIC COMMENTS   
 

 
RECOMMENDED TOPICS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS: 

 
• Mooring Wait List 
• NOAA Update on Mooring Field Realignment 
• Dinghy Dock at Lido Bridge 
• Bilge/pumpout stations 
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING:     April 13, 2011 
 
ADJOURNMENT 








